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cauda dorso concoloribus, hujus rectricibus mediis ad 
apicem et rhachide tota nigris, rectricibus lateralibus 
obsolete fusco transfasciatis, illis interne flavis immacu- 
latis; genis et tectricibus auricularibus albidis cinerco 
tenuiter fasciatis : subtus oleagineus, fasciis pallide viridi- 
albicantibus hastatiformibus vittatus, gula cincrea albo 
punctata, stria malari sanguinea. Long. tota 8:0, alæ 
4'6, caudæ 2°65, rostri a rictu 1'1, tarsi 0'7 poll. Angl. 

Hab. Xautipa, Sierra Madre del Sur in the State of Guer- 
rero (Mrs. H. H. Smith). 

A very distinct and interesting species, of which Mrs. Smith 
obtained a single adult male specimen in July 1888, at the 
above-mentioned locality. 

This Woodpecker resembles C. @ruginosus in the form of 
the hastate bands of the under surface, but comes closer to 
C. yucatanensis in the barred rump. It differs from both 
these species in the absence of the red nuchal patch and red 
supercilium of both those species (this sexual character being 
restricted to the malar region), and in the banded car-coverts, 
which in the adult of the allied species are uniform. 


XXXVIII.—WNotices of recent Ornithological Publications. 
[Continued from p. 256. ] 


69. Brewster on new Birds from Western North America 
and Mexico. 

[Descriptions of supposed new Birds from Western North America and 
Mexico. By William Brewster. The Auk, vol. vi. p. 85.] 

Mr. Brewster describes as new species and subspecies 
Psittacula cyanopyga pallida, from Sonora; Empidonax pul- 
verius, from Chihuahua; E. griseus, from Lower California; 
Melospiza lincolni striata, from British Columbia ; Euphonia 
godmani, allicd to E. minuta, from the coast region of 
Western Mexico; Progne subis hesperia, founded on differ- 
ences in the female sex only, the males being identical, from 
California; Compsothlypis pulchra, from Chihuahua; Den- 
droica nigrifrons, from Chihuahua; Thryophilus sinaloa cine- 
reus, from Sonora; and Polioptila nigriceps restricta, from 
Sonora. 
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70. Chapman on the Nomenclature of North-American 
Birds. 
List of Additions to the North-American Avifauna and of Elimina- 


tions and Changes in Nomenclature proposed since the publication of the 
A. O. U. Check-List. By Frank M. Chapman. The Auk, v. p. 393.] 


The title of this important memoir indicates its scope and 
object, which, however, is more fully set out in Mr. Chap- 
man’s few prefatory remarks. He says, “ since the publication 
of the ‘ Cheek-List’ in March 1886, the additions and cor- 
rections to our avifauna have been so numcrous, that it has 
been considered advisable to collate them, and the following 
compilation is presented with a hope that it may be of 
some service to the many workers in North-American 
Ornithology.” 

It may be as well to add that the compiler has made it an 
object to include all the additions and changes which have 
been made without reference to their tenability. 


71. Cooke on the Birds of the Mississippi Valley. 

[Report on Bird-Migration in the Mississippi Valley in the years 1884 
and 1885. By W. W. Cooke. Edited and revised by Dr. C. Hart 
Merriam, Washington: 1888. | 


The present report, the first-fruit of the cooperative labours 
of the Division of Economic Ornithology of the Department of 
Agriculture and of the Committee on Bird-Migration of the 
American Ornithologists’ Union, consists of two parts. 
The first, which contains remarks on the general subject of 
migration, the influence of the weather, topography and alti- 
tude, the progression of bird-waves, &c., does not always 
coincide with the views of Dr. Merriam, who expresses his 
dissent from several theories therein set forth; but the 
second part, consisting of the systematic report, is a highly 
valuable collection of facts. The 560 species known to occur 
in the Mississippi valley are treated serially, the movements 
of each species during the scasons of 188-4 and 1885 being 
traced with as much exactness as the records furnished by 
the one hundred and seventy observers in the district permit ; 
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while an excellent map supplements this important con- 
tribution. 


72. Cory on the Birds of the West Indies. 


[The Birds of the West Indies: including all Species known to occur 
in the Bahama Islands, the Greater Antilles, the Caymans, and the Lesser 
Antilles, excepting the Islands of Tobago and Trinidad. By Charies B. 
Cory. 8vo. Boston, U. S. A.: 1889.] 


Mr. Cory has reprinted in the present volume the series of 
papers which have lately appeared in ‘The Auk’ upon the 
birds of the West Indies, to the study of which, as we are 
all aware, he has devoted much time and attention. Mr. 
Cory has personally made five trips to different parts of the 
West Indies for the purpose of ornithological investigation, 
and has also sent a number of collectors at his own expense 
to the more important islands in order to obtain specimens 
of their birds. 

The additions made to the West-Indian avifauna since the 
series of papers in ‘The Auk’ were published are mostly 
given in an appendix. It would have been more convenient 
to have found them each in its proper place, but we have, at 
any rate, the advantage of a complete compendium of Antil- 
lean ornithology in one handy volume. 

The synonymy of the species, so far as relates to their 
occurrence in the West Indics, seems to be well worked out, 
and characters are given, except in the case of well-known 
North-American birds. There is also a good list of the 
principal works and papers on West-Indian ornithology 
prefaced to the volume, and a map of the islands placed at 
the end. The only thing we miss in this otherwise excellent 
piece of work is some sort of gencral essay upon West-Indian 
ornithology and tables to show the peculiar species in each 
different island. But the subject is, perhaps, not quite fully 
ripe for this to be done very effectually ; for, notwithstanding 
Mr. Cory’s exertions, there is still much to be done before 
we can be said to have anything like a complete knowledge 
of West-Indian ornithology. 
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78. Finsch’s ‘ Voyage of the ‘ Samoa’, 


{Samoafahrten. Reise in Kaiser Wilhelms-Land und Englisch-neu- 
Guinea in den Jahren 1884 u. 1885, an bord des Deutschen Dampfers 
‘í Samoa.” Von Dr. Otto Finsch. 8vo. Leipzig: 1888. ] 


Everyone interested in New Guinea should read Dr. Finsch’s 
“ Samoa fahrten,” which has nothing to do with the Samoan 
Islands, but is a narrative of the voyage of discovery of the 
s.s. ‘Samoa’ along the coast of the new imperial colony 
“ Kaiser-Wilhelm-Land ” and the adjacent islands of the 
“ Bismarck Archipelago.” Starting from Syducy, the Impe- 
rial Commissioner proceeded first to Mioko, one of the smaller 
islands of the Duke-of-York group, between New Britain 
and New Ireland. ‘Thence excursions were made for a 
period of nine months, during which the whole German 
coast of New Guinea and the greater part of the shores of 
New Britain and New Ireland were visited. Some excellent 
harbours were discovered, one of which, appropriately named 
“ Finsch-Hafen,” has now, we are informed, become the 
proud site of the new capital and the seat of government of 
the German protectorate, whence regular steam communica- 
tion is kept up with Cookstown in Queensland. 

The passages relating to birds in Dr. Finsch’s narrative 
are not numerous, but are of some interest. An account is 
given (p. 94 et seqq.) of the species to be heard and observed 
at Friederich-Willhclm-Hafen, on the north coast of New 
Guinea, where a species of Pinarolestes appears to play the 
part of a Nightingale. Landing on Fergusson Island, one 
of the d’Entrecasteaux group, Dr. Finsch was fortunate 
enough to shoot an example of Manucodia comrii (Scl. 
P. Z.S. 1876, p. 459), one of the finest and rarest of the 
Paradise Crows. He also observed that, judging from the 
quantities of its feathers used for ornamentation by the 
natives in the neighbourhood of Albrecht’s River, on the 
north coast of Emperor William’s Land, Dasyptilus pecqueti 
must be quite abundant in that locality. Maps and charts 
and excellent illustrations in the text serve to render Dr. 
Finsch’s little volume still more acceptable. 
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74. Lawrence on Audubon’s Petrel in the West Indies. 


[An Account of the Breeding-Habits of Pufinus auduboni in the Island 
of Grenada, West Indies, with a Note on Zenaida rubripes. By George 
N. Lawrence. The Auk, vi. p. 19.] 

Mr. Lawrence records that Mr. John G. Wells, of Grenada, 
paid a visit on April 2nd, 1888, to a small island called 
Labaye Rock, about a mile off the port of Greenville, and 
there found Puffinus auduboni breeding. This makes an 
addition to the Grenadan fauna. Col. Feilden has recently 
recorded the breeding of this Petrel in Barbados (supra, 
p. 60), and it is known to be common in Bermuda. 


75. Lilford’s * Coloured Figures of British Birds? 


(Coloured Figures of the Birds of the British Islands. Issued by Lord 
Lilford, F.Z.S. &e, President of the British Ornithologists’ Union. 
Part V., June 1887; Part VI., April 1888 ; Part VII., September 1888 ; 
Part VIII., November 1888 ; Part IX., December 1888; Part X., March 
1859. 8vo, London. ] 

As will be seen by the list, our President is making good 
progress with his series of coloured illustrations of British 
birds. Since our last notice of this beautiful work, six more 
numbers have appeared, each containing figures of twelve 
species. Those who require a handy book of reference to 
the feathered tribes of the British Islands without the trouble 
of referring to descriptions will do well to subscribe to Lord 
Lilford’s work, which is at the same time of a very orna- 
mental and artistic character. The six numbers now before 
us contain figures of the following species :— 

Fire-crest, Yellow-browed Warbler, Chiffchaff, Willow 
Warbler, Hedge Sparrow, Red-backed Shrike, Corn Bunting, 
Ortolan Bunting, Reed Bunting, Little Bunting, Swift, Spar- 
row Hawk, Marsh Titmouse, Blue Titmouse, Grey Wagtail 
(2 plates), Blue-headed Wagtail, Ycllow Wagtail, Waxwing, 
Common or House Sparrow, Black-headed Bunting, Yellow 
Hammer, Cirl Bunting, Rustic Bunting, Blackbird, Alpine 
Accentor, Common or Brown Linnet, Rose-coloured Pastor, 
Pied Woodpecker, Hoopoe, Night Heron, Bittern, Black 
Grouse, Woodcock, Sooty Shearwater, Bulwer’s Petrel, Nut- 
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hatch, Grey-backed Wagtail, Pied or Common Wagtail, Great 
Grey Shrike, Chaffinch, Bullfinch, Common Kingfisher, Com- 
mon Heron, Mallard or Wild Duck, Teal, Red-legged Par- 
tridge, Great Shearwater, Nightingale, Aquatic Warbler, 
Grasshopper Warbler, Meadow Pipit, Golden Oriole, Tree 
Sparrow, Pied Woodpecker, Bee-eater, Common or Grey 
Partridge, Ptarmigan (3 plates), Golden Eagle, Raven, Car- 
rion Crow, Jackdaw, Jay, Red-billed Chough, Richard’s 
Pipit, Barred or Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Puffin, White- 
fronted Goose, Shoveller, Red-crested Pochard. 


76. Lucas on the Osteology of the Thrushes. 


{Notes on the Osteology of the Thrushes, Mimine, and Wrens. By 
Frederic A. Lucas. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus, 1888, p. 173.] 

Mr. Lucas has endeavoured to solve the disputed question 
whether the Mocking-birds (Miminz) should be referred to 
the Turdidæ or the Troglodytidze by the study of their oste- 
ology. Iis conclusions are that the Mimine occupy a 
“somewhat intermediate position,” but “should not be in- 
cluded in the very sharply defined family Troglodytidæ.” 


77. Marage on the Sympathetic System of Birds. 


[Anatomie Descriptive du Sympathique chez les Oiseaux. Par R. 
Marage. Ann. d. Sci. Nat. Zool. sér, 7, vii. (1889) pp. 1-72, 6 pls.] 

This paper gives an account of the entire sympathetic 
system of birds, as studied in the Duck, Fowl, Swan, and 
other types, including the intestinal and cardiac nerves, and 
also the vagus and glossopharyngeal. The sympathetic is di- 
vided into cephalic, cervical, thoracic, and abdominal regions, 
and each of these is treated separately, after a short intro- 
duction dealing with the literature ofeach part. The author’s 
investigations have led him to regard the sympathetic of 
Birds as intermediate in its characters between that of Rep- 
tiles and Mammals; it agrees with that of Reptiles in the 
intimate connection between the thoracic sympathetic ganglia 
and the corresponding spinal ganglia. The intestinal nerves 
do not, as in Man, form numerous and large plexuses; on the 
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contrary, the intestinal nerve follows the course of the intes- 
tine; it is frequently furnished with ganglia along its course, 
from which arise branches supplying the intestine, and there 
is but a slight formation of plexuses round some of the intes- 
tinal blood-vessels. This intestinal nerve is one of three 
principal nerves arising from the sympathetic chain and sup- 
plying the alimentary tract, the others being the great and 
little splanchnic nerves ; it is compared to the inferior me- 
senteric nerve of Monitor niloticus. 


78. Menzbier and Sewertzow on the Ornithology of Turkestan. 


[Dr. N. A. Sewertzow. Ornithologie du Turkestan et des Pays ad- 
jacents. (Partie N.O. do la Mongolie, steppes Kirghiz, contrée Aralo- 
Caspienne, Partie supérieure du Bassin d’Oxus, Pamir.) Par M. le 
Docteur M. A. Menzbier. Livr. 1. Text and Atlas folio. Moscou: 1888.] 

Severtzow had long planned a great work on the birds of 
Turkestan, and at the time of his premature death in 1884 
was on the point of putting his plans intoexecution. It has 
now fallen to M. Menzbier, whom Severtzow had proposed 
to associate with himself in the undertaking, to take sole 
charge of this important work, and we have here the first 
installation of it. 

The first livraison contains the commencement of the 
account of the Diurnal Accipitres. Amongst them are in- 
cluded several forms (Aquila nobilis, A. daphanea, A. amu- 
rensis, and A. glitchii) which are not generally recognized in 
Western Europe, and of which we are glad to have full 
particulars, whatever may be our opinion on their specific 
validity. 

The atlas contains good coloured lithographs of Astur cen- 
chroides, Hierofalco hendersoni, Falco babylonicus, and Cyan- 
istes flavipectus. 


79. Middendorff on the Birds of the Russian Baltic Provinces. 


[II. Ornithologischer Jahresbericht (1886) aus den Russischen Ostsee- 
Provinzen. Von E. von Middendorff. Ornis, iv. Heft 2 (1888).} 


Dr. E. v. Middendorff’s report on the ornithological obser- 
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vations made in the Baltic provinces of Russia during the 
season of 1886 consists of two portions. The first of these 
gives a list and short description of the ten stations, the 
second a systematic account of the observations on each 
species. The latter list contains notes on only 109 species; 
of these almost the only Passerine not well known to us is 
Carpodacus erythrinus, which is common in some parts of 
the Baltic Provinces. 


80. Milne-Edwards and Oustalet on the Birds of the Comoro 
Islands. 


[Etudes sur les Mammiféres et les Oiseaux des Iles Comores. Par 
MM. Alphonse Milne-Edwards et E. Oustalet. Nouv. Arch, du Mus. 
d’Hist. Nat. Paris, sér. 2, xi. p. 219.] 

The original basis of this excellent résumé of the ornitho- 
logy of the Comoro Islands is the collection made by 
M. Humblot in the Comoros in 1884 and the two following 
years, which was described in the ‘Annales des Sciences 
Naturelles’ in 1887*. The authors now add to their pre- 
vious information, and work into their memoir the results 
obtained by former authorities on the same subject, so as to 
give a complete account of the ornis of the Comoros and of 
its relation to other countries. M. Humblot’s researches 
make us acquainted with 65 species belonging to this 
avifauna, and 14 others had been recorded by previous 
authorities, but were not met with by M. Humblot. Thus 
the whole avifauna, according to the present state of our 
knowledge, embraces 79 species, of which a carcfully drawn 
geographical table is given to show their distribution in the 
Comoro archipelago and in other countries. About 20 of 
these species are peculiar to the Comoros, but are mostly 
slightly altered forms of species known elsewhere, and not, 
in many cases, referable to genera exclusively Madagascarian. 
Morcoyer none of the most characteristic Madagascarian 
types (such as Afelornis, Brachypteracias, Euryceros, and 
Coua) are found in the Comoros, and the conclusion arrived 


* See Ibis, 1888, p. 135. 
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at is that the Comoro archipelago is not a dependence of 
Madagascar, but has received its present avifauna from the 
different lands that surround it. 

Six well-executed coloured plates attached to the memoir 
represent the following endemic species :—Cinnyris humbloti, 
Zosterops kirki, Z.mouroniensis, Hypsipetes parvirostris, Turdus 
comorensis, Graucalus sulphureus, G. cucullatus, Terpsiphone 
comorensis, Humblotia flavirostris, and Ploceus (Foudia) 
consobrinus. 


81. Sir Henry Peek’s List of his Collection of British Birds 


TA Collection of British Birds at Rousdon. By Sir Henry Peek. to. 
London : 1888. | 

In his mansion at Rousdon, Devon, Sir Henry Peek has a 
fine collection of British Birds arranged in wall-cases, which 
has been formed for him by Messrs. Swaysland, of Brighton. 
The series is nearly complete, only five species in the list of 
the B. O. U. (the nomenclature and arrangement of which is 
followed in the present work) being unrepresented, although 
in many instances by continental specimens. The main 
part of the catalogue is accompanied by an outline index- 
plate of each case, by means of which every specimen can 
be easily identified. An alphabetical index follows, by 
which the place of each bird in the series can be readily 
ascertained. 


82. Ridgway on a new Pigeon. 


[Description of a new Pigeon from Guayaquil, Ecuador. By Robert 
Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1888, p. 112.] 


Columba guayaquilensis, from Guayaquil, is similar to 
C. albilinea, but smaller and much darker. 


83. Ridgway on the male of Acanthidops. 


[Description of the adult Male of Acanthidops bairdi. By Robert 
Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus, 1888, p. 196.] 


The U.S. National Museum has now received from Costa 
Rica an adult male specimen of the curious Passerine bird 
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described by Mr. Ridgway in 1881 (Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. iv. 
p. 886) as Acanthidops bairdi, and referred to the Dendro- 
colaptidæ, but considered by the Editor (see Ibis, 1884, 
p. 248) to belong to the Fringillide. The adult male be- 
trays its affinities more obviously, being closely similar in 
coloration to Haplospiza unicolor. It is possibly the same as 
Haplospiza uniformis of Mexico (Biol. C.-A., Aves, 1. p. 366), 
or at any rate a nearly allied species. But in Mr. Ridgway’s 
opinion Acanthidops should be kept generically distinct from 
Haplospiza. 


84. Salvadori on Pallas’s Sand Grouse in Italy. 


[Altre notizie intorno al Sirratte in Italia nel 1888, raccolte da Tom- 
maso Salvadori, Boll. Mus. Zool. ed Anat. Comp. iii. no. 52. ] 


This is a supplement to Count Salvadori’s previous paper on 
the same subject (cf. supra, p. 180), and contains rectifica- 
tions of and additions to the former list of the occurrences of 
Syrrhaptes in Italy in the spring of 1888. Between the 
24th April and 9th September of that year about 102 indi- 
viduals were observed and 43 taken, of which 17 were 
preserved. 


85. Sclater and Hudson’s ‘ Argentine Ornithology.’ 


{Argentine Ornithology. A descriptive Catalogue of the Birds of the 
Argentine Republic. By P. L. Sclater, M.A., Ph.D., E.R.S., &e. With 
Notes on their Habits by W. H. Hudson, C.M.Z.S., late of Buenos Ayres. 
Vol. II. Royal 8vo. London: 1889. ] 

The issue of the second volume of ‘ Argentine Ornithology, 
which was published in April last, renders this work com- 
plete. The second volume contains an account of all the 
Orders of Birds met with within the Argentine Republic, 
except the Passeres, which were treated of in the first volume, 
together with the appendix, index, and introduction. The 
total number of species recognized as at present known to 
belong to the Argentine avifauna is 434, to which, no doubt, 
considerable additions will be made when the northern pro- 
vinces of the Federation are more completely explored. 
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The greater portion of the ficld-notes in this work are 
based by Mr. Hudson on his personal observations, but these 
are supplemented by liberal extracts from the writings of 
Dr. Burmeister, Mr. Burrows, and Mr. Gibson, and from the 
journals of the late Henry Durnford and Ernest William 
White, whose untimely deaths those interested in Argentine 
birds can never cease to lament. 

The ten plates, by Keulemans, in the present volume con- 
tain illustrations of the following species :—Chetocercus 
burmeisteri, Hydropsalis furcifera, Coccyzus cinereus, Conurus 
moline, Bolborhynchus aymara, Buteo swainsoni, Ardetta in- 
volucris, Cygnus nigricollis, Rallus maculatus, and Nothura 
darwini. 


86. Sharpe and Wyatt on the Hirundinidæ. 


[A Monograph of the Hirundinide, or Family of Swallows. By R. 
Bowdler Sharpe and Claude W, Wyatt. Parts IIL.-X. 1886-89. 4to. 
London: Sotheran & Co.] 


Since our last notice of this interesting monograph (Ibis, 
1886, p. 201), Messrs. Sharpe and Wyatt have issued six 
more parts, containing figures or accounts of the following 
species :— 

Parts III., IV., July 1886: Psalidoprocne holomelena, 
P. pristoptera, Hirundo smithii, H. nigrorufa, H. cucullata, 
H. atrocerulea, H. melanocrissa, H. griseopyga, H. nigrita, 
Petrochelidon ariel, Cotile concolor, C. obsoleta. Parts V., VL., 
June 1887: Petrochelidon ruficollaris, P. nigricans, P. ru- 
figula, P. timoriensis (no plate), P. fulva, Tachycineta leucor- 
rhous, T. albilinea, Cotile rufigula, C. minor, C. anderssoni (no 
plate), Psalidoprocne antinorii, Atticora pileata, Progne cha- 
lybea, Hirundo neoxena. Parts VII., VIII., May 1888: 
Psalidoprocne petiti, P. albiceps, P. fuliginosa, P. nitens, 
Chelidon lagopus, Hirundo sclateri, H. smithiù (plate only), 
Atticora melanoleuca, A. fucata, Pterochelidon swainsoni, 
C. fluvicola, Stelgidopteryx ruficollis. Parts IX., X., March 
1889: Phedina borbonica, P. madagascariensis, Cotile cowani, 
Progne furcata, P. concolor, P. domestica, P. dominicensis, 
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Chelidon cashmiriensis, Hirundo rufula, H. monteiri, IT. al- 
bigularis, Tachycincta meyeni, and Atticora tibialis. 

The work may be said to make slow but satisfactory 
progress. 


87. Shufeldt on the Osteology of Arctic and Sub-Arctic 
Water-Birds. 

[Contributions to the Comparative Osteology of Arctic and Sub-Arctic 
Water-Birds. Part II. By R. W. Shufeldt, M.D., C.M.Z.S. Plates 
VIL-XI. Journ. Anat. and Physiology, xxiii. p. 165.] 

We have already noticed the first part of this instructive 
memoir (supra, p. 252). In the second, which is illustrated 
by five well-executed plates, Dr. Shufeldt treats specially 
of the genus Uria, aud points out its differences from Alca 


(cf. p. 183). 


88. Shufeldt on the Affinities of Aphriza. 


[On the Affinities of Aphriza virgata. By R. W. Shufeldt, M.D., 
C.M.Z.S. Journ. of Morph. vol. ii. no. 2, 1888. ] 

After a thorough examination of the various portions of 
the skeleton of Aphriza, Dr. Shufeldt comes to the conclusion 
that its supposed affinity with Hematopus is “by no means 
a close one,’ the Oyster-catchers being entitled to form a 
separate family of Limicolie, and that the sum total of its 
skeletal characters bring it nearer the “ typical large-sized 
Tringee with a four-notched sternum,” which it in “some 
way connects with the Plovers.” In fine, he proposes 
to make Aphriza the sole representative of a family— 
“ Aphrizide.”’ 


89. Stejneger on a Kamischatkan Woodpecker. 


[Diagnosis of the Kamtschatkan Three-toed Woodpecker (Picoides 
albidior). By Leonhard Stejneger. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1888, p. 168.) 

Dr. Stejneger gives a diagnosis of Picoides albidior from 
actual specimens, his previous characters (Bull. U.S. Nat. 
Mus. no. 29, p. 821) having been based on some remarks of 
Prof. Taczanowski. 

SER. VI.—VOL. I. 2D 
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90. Studer and Fatio on the Birds of Switzerland. 

[Katalog der Schweizerischen Vögel bearbeitet im -Luftrag des Fide. 
Departements fiir Industrie und Landwirthschatt (Dtheiluny Forstwesen) 
yon Dr. Th. Stu ler und Dr. V. Fatio unter Mitwirkung zahlreicher Beo- 
bachter in verschiedenen Kantonen. E Lieferung, Tagr raubyivel, Mit 7 
Kartenbeilagen. Bern und Genf: 1889.] 

The feature of this work is tke excellent series of coloured 
maps, in which the distribution of nearly all the diurnal 
Raptorcs known in Switzerland is clearly indicated, the ex- 
ceptions being these species which are widely diffused, and a 
few of rere occurrence, such as Falco gyrfulco and F. lanarius 
F? F. feldeggi]. We are sorry to remark the gradual dimi- 
nution in the number of the haunts of the Bearded Vulture 
from 1860 to 1888 as compared with those occupied from 
1801 to 1859, and the same may be said of the Golden 
Eagle ; but unfortunately there is the same greed in Switzer- 
tand for home-killed specimens of such birds as there is in 
Great Britain. 


91. “ Timehri,’ Vol. II. (new series) Pt. 2. 
(‘Timehri, being the Journal of the Royal Agricultural and C'om- 
mercial Society of British Guiana, NewScries. Vol. II. Part2. 1883.j 
Amongst the contributions to the number of ‘ Timehri’ 
lately issued is an account by Mr. Queleh of a fortnight’s 
collecting-trip up the Abary Creek, in British Guiana, which 
contains many notices of birds. Mr. Queich was somewhat 
wprised to find the Hoatzin (Opisthocomis cristatus), locally 
sailed “ Tianna” along the creek, as plentiful as this strange 
bird is known to be in the Berbice River and Canjé Creck. 
On the Abary Creck these birds were all moulting in Oc- 
tober and in poor condition. Their erops contained only 
leaves of the “ Mucco-mucco” (Mentichardia arborescens), 
whereas on the Canjé they were found to feed only on the 
leaves of the Pimpler (Drepanocarpus lunatus). 


92. Walker on the Quadrate Bone. 
[On the Form of the Quadrate Bone in Birds. By Mary L. Walker, 
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University College, Dundee. Studies from the Museum of Zoology in 
University College, Dundee. Vol. I. Pp. 1-18.] 

This is the first time that the shape of the quadrate bone 
has been tested as regards its valne for purposes of classi- 
fieation. The paper contains illustrations of the quadrates 
of not less then 83 species, which were selected as repre- 
sentatives of the principal orders and families. 

The quadrates differ extremely amongst themselves, and 
Miss Walker has succeeded in showing that the various arti- 
culating facets and processes afford very valuable taxonomic 
characters. 

The quadrate of the Flamingo, e. g., shows the closest 
possible likeness to that of the Pelargomorphw (especially 
Ibis), and differs altogether from that of the Anscres. The 
Owls differ greatly in the shape of this bone from the 
diurnal birds of prey. The Parrots show no aflinitics with 
any other groups, except with certain Coccygomorphe. The 
Procellariidze approach the Colymbide ; the Laride and 
Alcidæ resemble the Charadriomorphe. 

Whilst these and other instances are decidedly in favour 
of using the quadrate bone for taxonomic purposes, there 
are, on the other hand, numerous cases of resemblance be- 
tween widely different birds, which admonish us to be cautious 
not to attribute too much value to these characters. We 
do not yet know how far the configuration of the quadrate 
bones is determined Ly the mode of life of the birds. Rap- 
torial habits, e. g., may necessitate similar structures, which, 
in this case, as mere analogics, would not indicate true 
relationships. 

Llowever, such considerations apply equally to other organs, 
and it is sincercly to be hoped that Miss Walker will carry 
out her intention to continue her most interesting and care- 
ful work on a more comprehensive basis. 


93. Zeledon on a new Rail. 


(Description de una especie Nueva de “Gallina de Monte.” Par José 
C. Zeledon. Anales Mus. Nac. Costa Rica, 1888.] 


The new Costa-Rican Rail, proposed to he called Aramides 
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plumbeicollis, is allied to A. cayennensis and A. albiventer. 
The typical specimens were obtained at Jiménez, on the 
Atlantic slope of the Republic, about 700 feet above the 
sea-level. 


XXXIX.—Letters, Extracts, Notices, &c. 


We have received the following letters addressed to the 
Editor of ‘The Ibis :?— 
Northrepps, March, 1889. 

Sin,—In ‘The Ibis’ for 1882, p. 313, I recorded the 
measurements, in inches and decimals, of eight specimens of 
Falco minor, and subsequently of two more at p. 107 of my 
‘ List of Diurnal Birds of Prey.’ 

As all these specimens were from Southern or Tropical 
Africa, with the exception of one from Anjouan Island, I am 
desirous of placing on record, for comparison with the above, 
corresponding measurements of six examples of this Falcon 
collected in Madagascar by the Rev. James Wills and pre- 
served in the Norwich Museum. 


Presumed Females. 


Wing. Tarsus. Middle toe s. w. 

in. in. 1n. 
PONTE 2.5 eee a 12°85 1:90 2°10 
Pvearly adult. oes sses.: 12°85 1:80 2:10 

Presumed Males. 

Immature in change.... 11:15 1:70 1:85 
Nearlymdult .......... 11:25 1:60 1:75 
a tea sola vie wate whine 11:35 1:70 1:70 
Adul e e e e eenaa 11:35 1:70 1-75 


The last-named specimen is remarkable for the hind claws 
on both fect being yellow horn-colour; the outer and middle 
claws on the right foot are similarly coloured with the 
exception of a line of black on the outer side, the remaining 
claws being of the usual black colour. In this example the 
tarsi and feet are bright yellow, inclining to orange, strikingly 
different from their usual appearance in skins of this Falcon, 


